"WEATHER FORECAST

FORECAST: Extreme Northern Luzon, Bicol region and the eastemn
sections of Visayas and Mindanao will experience mastly cloudy
skies with scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of the
country will be partly cloudy to at times cloudy with isolated rain-

showers or thunderstorms.
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Breast-feeding
campaign not
a lonely battle

By Christian V. Esguerra

THE PHILIPPINE GOVERN-
.ment’s campaign against giant

milk formula companies is any-

thing but a lonesome battle.

- Around 50 nongovernment orga-
nizations have banded together into
a nationwide coalition to help pro-
mote breast-feeding and implement
the revised implementing rules and
regulations of the new Milk Code. '

Together, the alliance dubbed

“People of the Philippines to Protect

Breast Feeding” boasts of 5,000 indi-

viduals committed to campaigning

against multinational infant formula
companies, according to convenor

Ines Fernandez.

“We're sick and tired of the pro-
motional gimmicks of these compa-
nies,” she told the INQURER by phone
yesterday, “We are all being fooled.”

The establishment of the coali-
tion was a welcome development
for the government which recent-
ly stood firm on implementing
Executive Order No. 51 ‘or the
Milk Code—at least on paper.

“In a letter, Health Secretary Fran-
cisco Duque I sought to correct sup-
pased misimpressions by the Cham-
ber of Commerce of the United States
of America on the Milk Code.

He told chamber president
Thomas Donahue that the revised IRR
of the executive order sought to regu-
late milk formula advertsing up to 24
months or two years-not three years
as Donahue had daimed in a letter to
President Macapagal-Arroyo.

Dugque also stood firm on the pro-

vision requiring milk companies to

put up labels waming that their
products “may” contain life-threat-
ening bacteria like “enterobacter
sakazakii” and “salmonella.”

The provision was consistent
with the findings of experts from
the United Natons’ Food and

iculture Organization and the

‘World Health Organization, he

told Donahue in the letter.

The new alliance hoped to boost
the government position by cam-
paigning for breast-feeding through
its member organizations scattered
around the country, according to
Fernandez, executive director of the
advocacy group Arugaan.

Among the members are the
Action for Economic Reform, Zoto
Community-based Health, Popu-
lar Education for People’s Empow-
erment, Medical Action Group,
and the Philippine Rural Recon-
struction Movement, she said.

“We are ready to transform bot-
tle-feeding moms to relactate,
bringing back the power to breast-

feed especially for babies aged be- -

low six months,” she wrote in an
e-mail to the INQUIRER.

Several studies around the world
apparently show the inherent effica-
cy and advantage of breast milk over
infant formula products.

Dt Jean Marc Olive, WHO country
representative, earlier briefed a con-
gressional committee on the benefits
of breast-feeding. He wamned that ba-
bies who were not breast-fed were 10
times more likely to die of diarrhea,
3.6 times more likely to die of pneu-
monia, and 2.5 times more likely
suffer from other infections.
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Philippine go’
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US court decision

$35 million of disp
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Robert Swift, the US-bas
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